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if our friends who favor us with manusceipts for
. ] wish to have rejected articles returaed they
B4 I ol cases send stamps for that purpese,

bacerning the Superciliousness of
F Labor.
pre is heard, now and then, a be-
d inquiry respecting the occultation

Governor FoLk of Missouri and its

The indifference of labor to the
mes of FoLK is curiously conspicu-
1s it not true of the whole body of
pized labor that it is prone to mani-
ot & hearty contempt for any man in
jblic life who has abandoned his proper
in order to ingratiate labor?
fo have observed not a few instances.
y recall the fate of the hapless TAR-
A who betrayed her city to the Sabine
, who rewarded her by heaping
bucklers upon her, whereby she was

hed to death.

We hear it strongly urged that the

disgnt candidacy of the amiable and
ent Secretary of War is foredoomed
ppuse he, as a Judge, rendered many
pisions that were distasteful to organ-
ped labor and prejudicial to its preten-
om We do not believe a word of it.
p hold that WiLLiam H. TAFT possesses
respect and the confidence of the
iboring men of this country far more
ly than any man in public life
tho has sedulously and ostentatiously
pted himself to cultivating labor as a
apart. We have in mind when we

By this many public men; the number
pludes RoOSEVELT and BRYAN.

. There is nothing more honorable to
rank and file of American labor than
proclivity, upon occasion, for ex-

ing its indifference, if not its hearty
atempt, for those who have sought,

# perhaps gained, its suffrages at the

'1 of their own convictions ahd to the
griment of what honor they ever af-
jeted to possess. The slaughter of the

oline maiden was a brutal deed,

at it lives in history for the best of

tPoliticians like FoLk, and all his kind,
&y storm as they please at the ingrati-

of labor. We do not know of an

ce in which. labor ever showed

If ungrateful or unmindful of any

who, for no selfish and passing pur-

of his own, devoted his energies and

| intellect to labor's interests. We

o equally that it has never failad

ayield a proper regard to the Judge

has fearlesslv and faithfully ad-
istered the law according to his oath
office and in obedience to his honest
pviction. We never knew a man more
ghly effaced and obliterated he-

h the digdain »f men who work than

g who sought their suffrages by
ing his ermine 1o enlist their favor

iThe ranks of labor are not recraited

n among knaves or fools, and labor
B 88 much faculty for self-respect as
other element in our social svstem.
® do not believe WiLL1AM H. TArT has
pst of .a chance of heing aur next
ident. but he won't fail of it on the
pound that he is not an honest man or
labor is resentful of the fact that
pn he was on the hench he was an

t Judge.
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English Graduates of the lixers
& utive Hospitality.
lr. A. MAVRICE LOW is the very able
prrespondent. in this country of the
wndon Morning Post, and he also con-
pibutes to the first of all the English
penthly magazines, the National Re-
He is a writer with a most unbe-
ping propensity for distasteful facts,
he has lately set forth certain mat-
8 concerning Mr. ROOSEVELT'S polit-
al and financial Yriumphs in a manner
Fhich has not pleased everybody in Lon-
p any more than it has proved palata-
to Everybody in Washington. This
led us to the sobering reflection that
imners and other White House hospi-
y are of grave disparity of effect.
We proffe; the observation that all
nspicuous writers for the press, and
would say some also who are by no
pner of means conspicuous, have from
X p to time, of later vears, incurred the
Nhite House hospitality. Mr. MAURICE
has not been immune, nor again
b Mr. J. ST. Log STRACHEY, the dis-
Hinguished, learned and profoundly sus-
ptible editor of that great organ of
ish hebdorfadal thought, the Spec-
While the former has emerged
rom the ordeal with only a momentary
'p.irmam of his faculties, regaining
heir control indeed with nnusual celer-
gy, the latter has never emerged at all
the agreeable intoxication which
the phenomenon commonly experi-
moed by all who have undergone the
pagion.
It has come abont that while Mr. Low
i & time betrayed a warm sensibility
‘Mr. ROOSEVELT'S many spiritual lures
amulets, only to relapse presently
jto his wonted intellectual integrity,
. BTRACHEY has proceeded, cumula~
, from one phase of cei2bral pros-
pn to another, until the devotion of
Spectator to the Roosevelt cult has
pquired an almost bacchanalian inten-
By and abandon. The result in both
Bses is of an admirable advantage to
British public. They enjoy on the
e hand the work of the unimaginative
gnd consclentious historian of contem-
: q, events who chronicles the -
; and the consequential with cold im-
. partiality, while on the other hand they
e ﬂ_‘nnled with the poetic and unfet-

.

letters, unrestrained and fancy free.
Singular, and passing strange, a hos-

pitality whereof the psychic power is so

diverse that it leaves one

unscathed and unadorned and transforms

another into a Cockney Jake Riis !

The Assistant Postmaster-General.

It was difficult to believe the recent
Washington gossip to the effect that the
Hon. Frank H. HIrceCOCK, Assistant
Postmaster-General, had agreed to make
another tour of the Southern States, on
this occasion in the special interest of
the Hon. Winwiam H. Tarr's Presiden-
tial aspirations.

There was a time when the idea of an
important public officer with important
public duties to perform abandoning his
post for the purpose of exploiting the
cause of any candidate would have mon-
opolized the entire field of popular
amazement. The particular asperity of
the aforesaid proposition, however, con-
sisted in the circumstance that the Hon.
FraNgE H. HrrcHCOCK owes his rescue
from the three legged stool of civil
serVice clerkship to the Hon. GEORGE B.
CORTELYOU, and to no one else. When
the latter became Secretary of Com-
merce and Labor HrrcaCcock was hold-
ing down a dull and hopeless desk in the
Department of Agriculture. CORTELYOU
gave him a bureau. Afterward, mount-
ing to the portfolio of the General Post
Office, he took HrrcHCOCK for his First
Assistant. Such favors may easily be
wasted, but Mr. HITCHCOCK seems to be
a gentleman of right feeling who knows
no ingrate strain.

" Who can say? For our part we incline
to the reasonable opinion that Mr. HrrCH-
COCK isn't going South at all.

Let the Kailckerbocker Trust Coms=
pany Resume Business.

A grave question which not only affects
this whole community but reaches far
in its outside effects and external in-
fluences is whether the Knickerbocker
Trust Company shall be permitted to
resume business as a trust company or
shall be forced into the hands of per-
manent receivers; whether it shall be
regenerated and inducted into a new life
of future prosperity and usefulness or
shall be cut off summarily, obliterated
and crushed out of existence.

It needs no argument to convince
business men or almost any other in-
telligent man familiar even to a mild
extent with business affairs that the
continuance of a receivership or the con-
version of temporary receivers into per-
manent receivers is a step to be avoided,
because it is the ultimate step which
compels the wasting of assets and forces
the sacrifice of securities which if prop-
erly nursed for a moderate length of time
might be sold or redeemed at par.

The practical question is: Shall the
temporary receivers of the Knicker-
bocker Trust Company be made perma-
nent receivers and continued in power
80 as to wind up the company and end
it forever, or shall the plan of resump-
tion which has been submitted by the
depositors’ committee be adopted? This
proposes to avoid a rash liquidation of
assets, to rehabilitate the company and
make it an active going concern. In
this way the sacrifice of income derived
from established business as a trustee
will be avoided. )

The majority of the capital stock will
be put in the hands of three voting trus-
toes, who will gelect new directors. The
stockholders have already subseribed and
paid in $2,400,000, and no dividends wi |
bhe paid on the capital stock of the com-
pany until the depositors are paid off in
full. The depositors will receive 70 per
cent. of their deposits in the form of
transferable certificates and 10 per cent,
cash upon the date of resumption,
Moreaver, it is confidently hoped that
within two years and four months after
the date of resumption the depositors
will have been paid in full. Meantime
they will receive 3 per cent. interest on
their balances.

GROVER CLEVELAND wrote to the de-
positors’ committes on NSaturday:

“ [ suppose the assignment of my deposit account
Against the trust company heretofors transmitted
to the commit¥es has placed me among those who
have given attention snough tothelr predicament as
depositors to be convineed that they can better rely
upon the plan adppted by the commities for relisf
than upon the slow, eapensive, wasting and always
disappdinting procedure of legal recelvership.”

This sentence of our former President
tells the exact truth. A legal receivership
is proverbially slow; it is ever expensive;
it is inevitably wasting and always disap-
pointing. The word “receivership,” like
the words of kindred implication, “insol-
vency” and “bankruptey,” carries the
meaning of unnecessary waste, of fearful
expenditure and of utter destruction.

The temporary receivers in a report
published last Sunday call attention to
statements with respect to the probable
cost of the receivership and endeavor
to argue that a permanent receivership
is a good thing and that the fees of re-
ceivers and their counsel are somewhat
trivial. These gentlemen say:

“The fees of the recelvers themselves are limited
by law In the aggregate to a sum Lo be fixed by the
court, and In no svent Lo exceed 2l4 per cent, of
the amount of monéy s passing through thelr hands,
The receivers have also entered Into agreements,
subject o the approval of the court, with the three
counsel whom they have been authorized to retaln,
and which agreementis shortly 1o besubmitted for
the approvalof the court, under which the aggregate
amount of fees of adid counsel cannot exceed three-
quarters of | per cent, upon the amount of moneys
passing through the hands of the recelvers.™

* It will be obvious that the statements referred
to are greatly exaggerated and that the expenses
of the recelvership cannut amount to any extrava -
gant or undue amount, Ip view particularly of the
limitations of the statute and the requirement that
all of these amounis shall be approved by the
court,”

What seems obvious to a receiver may
not be so manifest to a crippled depositor.
Whether the expenses of a receivership
are “extravagant” or not depends some-
what on one's point of view, and an
impartial or even a moderate estimate
can hardly be logically expected from a
receiver or his counsel. An amount how-
ever large, provided it does not violate
some statutory limit, must necessarily
seem to a receiver to be not “undue. ”

If the temporary receivers are made

t by ordef of the ocourt the
loss to the depositorg will amount to over

5

34,000,300, becanss the adrhitted foes of |

the réceivers and their counsel will
amount to $1,700,000, while the $2,400,000
already paid in by stockholders will not
then be available. This fact and the fact
that the owners of deposits of over
$30,000,000 have already assented to the
resuniption plan should be conclusiye
in behalf of the resumption of business
and of the speedy discharge of the tem-
porary receivers. On the other hand,
if the temporary receivers should be
made permanent it is not at all certain
that the depositors will ever receive more
than one-half of their deposits, while
if the plan of resumption be adopted it
would seem to be morally certain that
every dollar due will eventually be paid
in full to every depositor.

Justice LestsrR W. CLARE of the
Supreme Court, sitting in Richmond
county, before whom this matter has
been heard from time to time, has shown
a fair, just and admirable spirit thus far,
and it is to be hoped that on the hearing
be will grant such further time as may
be necessary to assure the success of the
resumption plan.

The effect of the resumption of busi-
ness by this trust company will be not
only salutary but far reaching, and it
will tend to increase the confidence of
the business community in the general
situation and the confidence of the
publio at large in the administration
of our courts. THE SUN advises all its
readers who happen to be depositors to
assent at once to the resumption plan as
proffered.

(uba’s Future in Her Own Hands.

Should American intervention in Cuba
ccase and determine in the opening
months of 1909 and the Cubans live hap-
pily for the next thousand years or so
under a government of their own, THE
SuN's hallelujah would be sounded with
genuine satisfaction. We are, however,
inclined to an opinion that it is not alto-
gether wise for either Cubaas or Ameri-
cans to be overconfident.

The reports of economic prosperity in
the island are gratifying and we hope
they are entirely justified. Private ad-
vices from Cuba are somewhat less
exuberant than are the official reports.
They call attention to certain dangers
and possible dangers, which may prove
to be entirely individual or local and of
no serious influence on the general situ-
ation. There is now little reason to
doubt that the sugar crop will fall below
that of last season by 20 or 25 per cent,
This, coupled with the returns from the
beet sugar crop of Europe, has caused
an improvement in prices which will
to some extent offset the decrease in
quantity.

The customs receipts for the calendar
year 1907 indicate an increase ol nearly
10 per cent. in the value of imports.
One questionable feature in the present
asserte | prosperity appears in the fact
that it - dmittedly rests to an apprecia-
bla « xtent on the expenditure of a treas-
ury surplus for public works. Cuba has
need of good country roads, bridges,
lighthouses and harbor improvements,
but there is only a doubtful wisdom
in a burdensome taxation for the pur-
posa of constructing them :nd, even
incidentally, of giving wor ¢ to the other-
wise unemployed. A treasuwry surplus
has ever been Cuba's greatest bane.
In earlier dayvs Spanish taxation brought
a surplus which Spanish official ¢ put into
their pockets, thereby causing much
Cuban anger and resemtment. The sur-
plus obtained during the Palma régime
got the Cubans to quarrelling with each
other for its use and distribution. In
spite of unusually heavy expenses during
the last vear, payments on account of
the revolt of 1908 and expenditures for
public works, the Treasury of the island
holds a balance of about $15,000,000, The
revenues appear to be at least a third
greater than the normal expenditures.
The present Administration may be
making a better use of the surplgs than
did its Cuban and Spanish pred Ors,
but if the island is soon to be turned
back to Cuban hands we can leave them
no more dangerous legacy than a fi-ecal
svstem yielding a huge surplus,

The political condition of the island is
far from encouraging. Zayvista Liberals
and Miguelista Liberals are as far apart
as ever, and there is as vet no well or-
ganized Conservative opposition to these
wrangling factions. There are indica-
tions of an important movement in favor
of General MArR1O MENOCAL, who would
doubtless have a strong conservative
following and who would probably draw
a considerable support from the ranks
of both Zaylstas and Miguelistas, par-
ticularly in the event of his seeming to
stand a good chance of election.
difficult to forecast the situation, but
even from the present standpoint, after
fifteen months of opportunity for the
establishment, of political peace, it seems
almost hopeless unless ALFREDO ZAYAS
or Jost MiGUEL GOMEZ, or both, can be
induced to withdraw entirely from the
political arena. Even in that case it is
probable that the scramble for the va-
cancies ereated would bring about con-
ditions not much better than those now
existing.

Whatever the wishes or the plans of
the American Administration, the trans-
fer of the Cuban government is subject
to the condition laid down by Secretary
TArr on leaving Havana last April
After reviewidg the situation as he
had found it and outlining his genetal
plans for elections and American with-
drawal Mr. TAPT said:

“The carrying out of this plan, of course, 1s
strictly dependent on the tranqulliity of the coun-
try, which must continue through two elections
and which must give assurance of the stability ot
the new Government, hecause withoust this the
United States would not be discharging the obll-
gation devolving upon It by reason of the inter-
vention.”

It will be noticed that the word “must”
is twice used in this declaration. The
transfer of Cuba’s government. depends
upon the foree of our obligation to get
out in accordance with conditional
pledges in comparison with our obliga-
tion to continue American control for
the purpose of maintaining peace and
insuring the safety of life and property.
The issue is in the hands of the Cubans
themselves,

1t is |

and the minimum was 22 on January ® and
10. The average maximum temperature
for the fourteen days in 1007 was 15 degrees,
and the average minimum temperature was
36.56. The first fourteen days in January,
1908, may have furnished more sunshine,
but they contained less warmth in the shade.
The maximum temperature was 17 degrees
on January 12 and the minimum was 18 de-
grees on January 5. while the average
maximum temperature for the fourteen
days was 3778 degrees and the average
minimum was 30,

If we go back to mid-December, 1007,
about the time the present mild weather
begun, and compare the last seventeen
days of the year with the crrresponding
period of 1908, we find that 1./ was mild
and 1906 wintry. From December 15 to 31,
inclusive, 1908, the highest temperature
was 38 degrees on December 15, and the
lowest was 10 degrees onm December 24,
while the average maximum for the whole
period was 88 degrees and the average
minimum was 29.62 degrees. The maximum
during”the corresponding time in 1007 was
also 56 degrees on December 23 and the
minimum was 27 degrees on December 20;
the average matimum was 43 degrees and
the average minimum 38 degrees. From
December 23 to 28, inclusive, in 1906 the
weather was seasonably cold, whereas on
the same days in 1907 the temperature ranged
from 35 to 56 degrees. The records cited
are for lower Machattan, but up in the
air at that; suburban diaries should not
be used to confute them. It will be gen-
erally agreed that for vernal mildness and
clearness of skies the weather from Decem-
ber 15, 1007, to Jaounary 14, 1908, has not
often been equalled.

There are many brave men who were
before AGaMeEMNON, and one of them,
Josgra BexsoN Fomaxker, was fighting
with his regiment, the Eighty-ninth Ohio,
when THEODORE ROOSEVELT was, accord-
ing to his most adoring biographer, “a
little lad in stiff white petticoats, with acurl
right on top of his head.” Before thia little
lad bad reached the school which was to
prepare him for Harvard, Captain (enlisted
private) Fomages had been schooled in
Ohio politics well enough to make a success~
ful fight for a Superior Judgeship.

In view of the various current inquiries,
involving criticisin more or less impera-
tive, touching the insistence in official
circles upon *“Santo” Domingo, whereas
other names of islands, towns, &c., simi-
larly derived from the Spanish have had
to put up with the familiar contraction
“8an,” we are reminded of the time honored
proverb, “Solo hay tres Santos.” It is a
curious and most interesting fact that the
Spaniards admit to their nomenclature only
three full spelled saiuts—DoMINGO, ToOMAS
and Tome. Allthe rest of them, FrRaANCISCO,
ANTON10 and 8o on, have to make the most
of the diminutive *San.” The differentia-
tion is not capricious, therefors. Our
Government authorities may have taken
libertiea with the Spanish language In
changing the name of “Puerto Rico” to
“Porto Rico,"” but in dealing with the names
of the saints they have followed strictly in
the footsteps of the original tradition

L]

Assemblyman MOGRATH, who has intro-
duced at Albany a bill amending the New
York automobile law by requiring the
driver of a car to stop and give to a person
run over by it, or to a policeman or peace
officer, the names and addresses of himself
and the owner of the car, shonld examine
the similar provision of the New Jersey
law. It provides that the driver shall not
only stop but return to the scene of the
accident and “give to any proper persson
demanding the same his number, the mna-
ber of his driver's license and the regis
tration number of tha motor vehicle and
the names and residences of each and every
male ocoupant of said motor vehicle " The
information thua obtained is useful not
only to the injured person in a suit which
he may bring, but also to Yhe public pros-
eoutor. Experience in New Jersey haas
shown, however, that in a case that looks
like manglaughter the occupants of a car will
sometimes run away in spite of the law

Senator PRoCTOR of Vermont, who wanta
the seining for pike by Canadians in Lake
Champlain made an international question,
declarea that pike are the best fish in the
lake This is generally the opinion of Ver-
monters, ey reject the pickerel and de-
clare it may be good for fertilizing. but for
little else. Strangers often find the pike
earthy in flavor, and prefer the hass, yellow
perch and even the despised pickerel

JORN GRAMAM BROOKS, the eminent soclologist
InManapoiiys Neus

With respect, the adjective is tautological.
All sociologists are eminent

NEW YORK STATE.
Mr. Bryan Can’t Carry It, but There Are
Demeocrats Who Can.

To THE Epitor oF THE SUN-Sir: An
admirer of Mr. Bryan in this morning's SuN
asks the writer to “name the man who cun
poll more votes than Mr. Bryan or who can
carry New York State if Mr. Bryan cannot,”
This same admirer also gives the vote re.
ceived by Mr. Bryan in 1506 and 1000 in the
country at large and in New York State as
compared with that received by Mr. Parker
in 1904, to the diradvantage of the Jatter.

The merest tyro in politics understands
the reason for this poor showing on Judge
Parker's part. In 1904 Theodore Roosevelt
was a candidate for the Presidency. To a
large proportion of those volers who had
supported Mr. Bryvan in 18306 and 1000 Mr,
Roosevelt was a far more attractive figure
than Judge Parker. Then, lﬁrmor supporters
of Mr. Bryan saw in Mr. Rooseveit a man
whosea policies and character resembled in
many ways those of the statesman from
Nebraskas Thw¥‘ therefore voted for Mr.
ﬁoo«wh by the hundreds of thousands.
On the other haud, Mr. Roosevelt, consum-
mate politician that he was, so handled his
own party that he polled practically its solid
vote nder these circumstances the only
wonder is that Mr. Roosevell's majority was
not larger

But things have h-pgm-d since 1004, and
Mr. Roosevelt will not a candidate for the
bruidenr;- in 1908. The question then be.
comes pertinent In there any  Democrat
who can be named to oppose the Republican
candidate who will he sironger than Mr
Bryan in New York State? To this I reply
that it has already twice been clearly proved,
and is a matter of absolute knowledge 1o-day,
that Mr. Bryan cannot 1] the united vote
of his party in New York State. There are
at least 100,000 Democrats here who under no
eircumstances will aver vote for him. Hia
chances of obtaining the electoral vote of
this State therefore are absolutely hopeless
To claim that there is a suMotent defection in
the ranks of the Republican party in New
York State to-day to give Mr. Bryan its elec-
toral ivote is absurd. Such a claim is
3:\ the wildest fancy, without a shred of evi-

ence or fact to sustain it

.\dmmln%.y vour cerrsspondent tacitly
does, that the vote of New York State is es-
sential to Democratic success, tho wisdom of
grmgmnn: somie man who is stronger than

r. Bryan in this State therefore, of course
becomes apparent. “John A Johnaon of

innesota, Woodrow Wilson of New Jersey,
George GUray of Delawars wonid, any one of

em, poll at least 100,000 more otes for the
emocratio ticket in New York State tha

r. Brvan. As against William afr,
any one of thesa three men conld, in the
writer's judgment, carry New York State,
and land New Jersey and Connectiout as
well in the Democratic column. I8 not this
worth 'n'mr for? Is not this better than
being h‘nd capped with a candidacy that
means the inavitabla loss— already
rlco been proved-—of these ates in-

ispensable to D atio s ?
A DEMOCRAT POR VICTORY,

New YORK, January 1.

A

Mr. Keppel offors a feast of rare hiack
and white at his galleries, 4 East Thirty-
ninth street, in his exhibition of early Italian
prints. Such giants of the burin as Antonio
Pollaiuolo, Andrea Mantegna and Maro-
antonio Raimondi are surrounded by
lesser, though as interesting lights, Zoan
Andrea, Giovanni da Brewcia, Cristoforo Ro-
betta, the Master of the Rat Trap, Montagna,
Mocetto, Campagnola, Barbari, Beccalnmi,
Massys, Francia, Agostino Veneriano,
Caraglio, Bonasone, Vico, Sculptore, Ghisi,
Carracoci, Jean Duvet, Tucchese, the School
of Fontainebleau and Ribera, the only
painter born in Spain known to have been a
line engraver.

Dr. F. Lippmann in his book on engrav-
ing devotes several chapters to Italian
engraving. He scouts Vasari's story of the
Florentine goldsmith, Maso Finiguerra,
having discovered in 1450 the method of
printing engraved plates. The earliest date,
says Lippmann, on any engraving executed
in Italy was first seen in a series of engraved
illustrations for a book printed at Florenoe
in 1477, “El Monte Sancto di Dio" (God's
Holy Mountain). He says: *Primitive [tal-
ian engravings consist usually of hard and
heavy outlines dug deeply into the metal.
Inside these outlines the shadows are ex-
pressed, or as a rule simply suggested, by
a few sets of oblique lines laid evenly and
without cross batchings. This wmodelling
with straight sloping lines remained for a
considerable time a characteristic pecu-
liarity of Italian engraving.” By no means
a certainty, our authority thinks it possible
that the secret of printing engraved plates
passed from ltaly to Germany. Mr. David
Keppel in his notes to this exhibition tells
us that the first [talian engravings were
made with a view to multiplying original
sketches, and that the “ltalian school has a
peculiar freshness due to the {act that the
prints come down to us straight from the
drawings of the greatest masters.”

Pollaiuolo’s “Gladiators”—the only print
that Kristeller says can with ocertaioty
be ascribed to him—with its mighty line,
a line that anticipated Angelo, bangs in
the place of honor. It Is & viclent, withal
powerful composition. Chained fighters
jab each other ferociously with swords.
A cruel, crowded plate, it exhibits all the
temperamental earmarks of this paioter
and goldsmith, who worked in Florence
and Rome. It illustrates admirably Mr.
Berenson's ascription to the work of Pol-
laiuolo of superiority in tactile values and
vivacious movement. One misses neither
space, composition nor color, so unbear-
ably vivid and vital are the attitudes and
gestures of these men brutes. What a
line! Raphael's gracious line, though in-
terpreted by the brilliant Marciutonio
Raimondi, banging hard by on another
wall, is sleek and insipid in comparison
with the dragon slayer, Pollaiuolo.

There areweven Mantegnas—a rich gath-
ering. He had been called by Cumberland
the “Daonte of his profession.” a profoundly
inept comparison, probably based oun his
“Christ Descending Into Hell, " “The Entomb-
ment” and similar plates. Mantegna, like
Botticelli, was a pagan of the Renalssance.
His sympathies were all for the antique,
Lis style enormously influenced by classic
sculpture and bas-reliefs. His Virgins are
Roman, and while the medieval motive is
unmistakable in the wonderful “Christ De-
scending Into Hell,” Mantegna was happier
in invention when depicting the ocombat
of the Tritons, bacchanals and designs of
that sort. But he was an engraver of the
classic line and a master of expression.
Those damned souls loitering without the
portals of Hades, while a devil blows noisily
through a conchlike horn (they were prob-
ably music critics on earth and this is their
torture—there is no mistaking the malice
of the demon, nor the suspicion that he is
blowing out of tune) are very expressive.
So is the image of the Saviour, who is un-
daunted by the gloomy environment and
horrid sights.

Of the Marcantonios there are ten ex-
amples, and his noble if occasionally rhe-
torical siyle may be studied at its best.
There is a plate hy Michele Lucchese (1550)
which looks aa if it had heen executed yes-
terday, =0 clear and fresh the printing.
It represents Moses striking water from
the rock Ribera's “Poet” ia a seldom
sncountered specimen, and the Sculptores,
Giovanni Battista, and Diana, belioved to
have been his daughter, and Adamo Sculp-
tore, called his son, are also represented,
The elder Sculptore---or Seultore, born 1503

worked under Giulio Romano. Lipp-
mann does not approve of Bartsch and
Bryan attributing to this gifted group the
name of Ghisi; Giorgio Ghisi was of
another family. “Herculea Suffocating
Anta&us,” by (iiovanni Battista Sculptore,
in a fine design. Diana's work may be
«een in her “Birth of Apollo®™ and *The
Sacrifice of a Bull to Jupiter.” There are
three specimens of Annibal Carracei, and
one by his brother. Agostino, ‘This ex-
hibition, which continues until February
1, in & particularly refreshing one. It
conveys the sense of an art just at its glori-
ons awakening. And how difficult it wal
to bring together these seventy-four plates
may be gleaned from a footnote to Mr.
Keppel's catalogue, in which he thanks
Francis Bullard, Junius 8. Morgan, and
Dr. H. M. Painter for their generous loans
of “a number of important prints in this
exhibition.”

The original etchings by E. M. Synge,
A. R. E., hung in the rear gallery of Arthur
Tooth & Sons, corner of Thirty-first street
and Fifth avenue, are attracting almost as
much attention from amateurs as they did
when first shown at the Connell Galleries
in old Bond street, London, last season.
Mr. Synge is said to be a cousin of the
talented lrish playwright who wrote “The
Well of the Saints® and “The Playboy of
the Western World.® Where he studied
we do not know, but even if some of his
plates show that he has come under the
compelling magic of Whistler and the
minute realism of Pennell, there is no mis~
taking his individuality of style and per-
formance. More than a hundred examples
are on view, The Spanish set first catches
the eye, rich in tone and displaying a re-
markable feeling for architectural beauties
His line is versatile. He works with free-
dom. *“The Gateway of Justice,” *“Gra-
nada,” "Toledo” and “The Alcazar” are
noble prints, A picturesque view is the
Court of the Mosque, Alhambra, Granada,
pierced at the rear by an ornate opening
which gives us a second and more delight-
ful picture. Mr. Synge knows how to sug-
gest atmosphere. He has also the artistio
pulse which beats in unison with the genius
of place. “On the Meuse at Argenteau” is
as specifically French as Knaresborough
is English. The Villa ‘d’Este at Tivoli
shows us a long alley of trees, with a dis-
tant view of the old palace —-the Abbé Liszt
occupied for many years a room in it at the
top, from the windows of which he could
sweep the Campagna and Rome; one of
these windows is indicated by Synge—and is
full of color. The Borghese scene is also
charming. Not all the etchings are equal,
nor are all the etcher's choices of themes
happy. He is sometimes cold and me-
tallic, and ooccasionally lacks distinction.
But he is well worth studying at Tooth's.

Wilhelm Funk announces an exhibition
of piotures at Knoedler'ssoon. He willshow
portraita of Bir Caspar Purdon Clarke, Mr.

and Mrs. Frank Jay Gould, Mrs. Dandridge

st e o M N ) i vl i i e
| BEACK AND wRITE AND DUTCH. o,

o rafny

Y- > w’ has seventeed of
hl‘%ud views ab ‘the
avenus, northwest
street. Thisartist
is fnvomblmmy known here for both his oils
and watercolors. He is a man of sincere
moods, though not always suoccessful in
capturing the passing vislon. A lover of
THolland, he exploits its sunny fatlands, its
odd ocorners of canals, its rich meadows
with browsing cattle. With his sober palette
and @ careful touch he evokes bits of Kat-
wyk. Rotterdam, Leyden, Voorburg and
Tho Hague. A canal in old Delft is good to
gaze upon; so is “Ketwin From the Field,”
simple in motive and well realizsed. The
homely atmosphere of his adopted country
he feels, and he aets forth this feeling with-
out flourishes and in an appro-
priate color garb.

WATER DISTRIBUTION.

Cowmissioner John H. O'Brien Describes
the Embarrassments and Aochievements
of the New York Water Department,

To vun Epiton or Tus Sun—8ir: [ quote
from your editorial of yesterday morning:

it la doudttul alse If there ls another oity of im-
portance !n which the manasgement and control
of the water distribution i as criminally negligent
and lacapable. It is generally !mpossible when
an emergency occurs to increase the pressure at
the hydrants wntll long after 1he emaergency bas
deparied. "

Is it fair to wttempt to convict the Depart
ment of Water Supply of eriminal negligence
sud incapacity on the statement that “it is
generally impossible when an emergency
occurs to Incresse the pressure of the hy-
drants untll long after the emergeacy has
departed”? The €roton system was planned
for gravity distribution, except at the high
levels which are supplied by the pumping
stations at Ninety<ighth street and 17%th
street. In the temjtory surrounding the
Parker Bullding therejs uo means of pressure
except gravity. At time of the fire all
Lthe gates connecting e distribution lines
thereabouts were open and water flowed to
the hydrants at the maXmum pressure pos-
sible. Of course the preysure decrsases in
proportion to the water ‘eing taken from
the surrounding mains. 9n the morning
after theé fire, while nine engunes were hooked
up to the hydrants at this pogt, there was a
pressure of ten pounds st ewch engine be-
tween the hydrant and the snrtge. Central
Park Reservoir was then, and always Is,
amply stored with water, and under a gravity
system [t Is absolutely certaln that there
was the same volume of water availabl@when
the fire broke out as when oub jests were
made with.these nine engines i operation.
It should not be overiooked that thy engineer
of & Ore steamer responding on a first alarm
puls only seveuty-five pounds pressure on
his engine (the engine valves we set at that
pressure), Increasiog It to uward of 200

| pounds as the necessity becones apparent.

The engine pressure, the size ofthe main and
the number of engines hooked to the same
main are elements not always taken Into
aoccount in newspaper descriptiow of water
shortage at fires. .

It was to meet this deficiénoy € a gravity
supply for tire purposes that Maye MoClellan
planned and bullt the high presswe gervice,
Was 1t criminal unegligence and weapacity
for the Water Department to haste) the lay-
ing of sixty-two miles of these highpreasure
mains so that the systera was comphted five
mounths inside the period which the wntract,
allowed?

If, as the Board of Fire Underwriers has
estimated, insurance rates will be hduced
20 per cent. in the territory covered \y this
service when the pumping stations ay put
In operation the coming spring, the bulpass
interests will save in one year in insunpce
premiums the full coat of installing the yg.
tem. Is that management the sort (o'%e
characterized as criminal negligence?

Is Tae SuN aware that the Fire Under
writers pointed out that two danger zoune
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Legnl Suggestion as teo the Tmpa
Opligations.

To Tur Eprron or Tae Son-8ir: In oy
opinion the propesed amendment to the
State Constitution permitting cities of &his
Slate to issue bonds in excess of the 10 per
cent. of the assessod realty values of sy h
clties, to which they are now restricted, si»-
ject to taxation, provided that the improv:-
ments to pav for which such bonds ars i
sued shall bring in sufcient revenus o pav
the interest on such'bouds, would appear w
be In direct confiict with that provision of the
United States Constitution whieh nrohibifs
any Stale from passing any act which would
impair the obligations of existing contracts.

It is a misnomer to cgli such municipal
obligations bouds. They ate really interest
bearing notes secured oniy by the good faith
and credit of the city and the various safe.
wuards such as those under discussion which
have been thrawn around them. So long as
the present obligations are outstanding it
seemis to me to be a very clear propositic~
that no change can be made in respect te uie
sufeguards existing at the time that they were
issued, without a plain violation of the gor
tract then made between the purchaser af‘
the city. This copstitutional prevision was’
as much a part of the contract in the ey»
the law, and for that matter in the contempis
tion of the parties, as If it had been writiew
aoroas the fuce of the bonds. Tens of wils
fons worth of these bonds have been ol
to various institutiony and individuals whs
would never have bought them except on thw
faith of such coastitutiona! safeguards.

[ beliove the whole scheme to be the wotey
possible policy on the part of the city an!
State. [ write this letter to call your atters
tion to & phase of the situation which appea.s
to Lave been entirely overiouked. Lex.
Nxw Yonrx, January 15.

THE BLESSED POLITICS OF OLy
MASSACHUSETTS.

Wivid Presenfation of the Facts of the
Situation.

Bosarox, Jan. 15, — It begins to look as it
Lieutenant-Governor Draper of Massachuset's,
who comes up for Governor nest Novem!er,
might once more have to move for taniflf 1o
vision, hoping the same will not prevai!

This will shock standpatiers from Gloucester
to Attleboro, for the Democrats are spiit intn
three factions and a Hoist side show. Ona
by one the several wingseof the army which
in 1906 under General Henry M. Whitney cauma
within 1,000 votes of beating Mr. Draper
have moulted or fluttered off by themselves,
Citizen Whitney has repaired to the boshy
dales of Quebec, ~vhere in picturesue over
alls he is cutting asbestos iumber,
comes in free. Of his two fellow charjer
members of the Rooseveit Ananias Club, it 1a
not kpnown whether the Hon. J. M. W. Hall
votes at present in Cambridge or Newton,
while the Hon. Andrew (i. Webster is as if
he had never been. Colonel William E. Brig-
ham, guide, philosopher and friend of the
Hou. Eugene N. Foss, hus disappeared us if
the earth had opened and swallowed hin.
Dr. Henry B. Blackwell, who assisted at the
birth of the Republican party and after forty -
nine years was carried by the Democrats on
the tariff, is concentrating himself upon
woman suffrage. Former Assistant Secretary
of the Treasury Charles Sumper Hamlin, who
has been known to address on revision an
audience from the rear platform at every
station from Proyincetown to Brockton and
speak at twenty-five ward rallies in Boston in
the evening without fracturing his voice, iy
defending litigious young lobsters at Matta-
poisett. Former Representative John A,
Bullivan, who knows by name every iron and
glass works in the Commonwealth which has
been driven to Pittsburg by the tariff, is
seated in the Finance Commission, viewing
with what regret he can command the dust
which is settling after the sad but heautifnl
spectacle which John helped pull off last
month, the fall of Fits, Colonel William *.
Gaston, who nursed the party back to lifeafter
its almost fatal attack of Lieorge Fred Will-
iamsitis, stands at a window of his fine new

downtown were the tenement house distric
south of Houston street and east of the Bow-
ery, and the chamical district, known ag the
Swamp, and that under the McClellan admin-
istration the old six inch mains were replaced
by twelve inch mains all through that terri-
tory? Was it criminal forssight that let the
contracts for this improvement even before
the underwriters’ report called attention to
the fire hazard there?

The files of THE SuN testify to the efciency
of the high pressure fire service installed at
Coney Island Ly the MeClellan administra-
tion. What slement of criminal incapacity
is found in protective measures of that type?

Jdoanx W, O'Brigx,

New Yorg, January 15. Commissioner,

The Physical Condition of Admiral Evans.

Was wixarTon, Jan. 16, The announcement
from Rio de Janeiro that Admiral Evans is
too ill to partickpate in the hospitable core-
monies attendant on the arrival of his fleet
wil surprise no one familiar with the man
and his physical condition at this end of the
line. Robiey Evans has been “a sick man”
for meveral years. As far back as the days
of the Harrison administration, 18801803, he
was the victim of inflammatory rhewmatism.
Long, weary time he spent in hospitals, at
Hot Springs, Ark., and esew here, under-
going heroic surgical operations for the
removal of chalky deposits fn his various
joints.  Later we heard of him as a valetu-
dinarian reduced to dists of patent foods,
denatured milk and so forth. One less opu-
lently equipped in the matter of physique and
stubborn vitality and indomitable will would
long ago have declined upon the ievel of a
hopeless invalid. But his mind was always
wiear, his courage imperturbabile, his purpose
Nxad and brilliantly defined.  And so he seized
the opportunity and sailed,

The fact remains, homever, that those hest
acquainted with his physical condition have
heen expecting just such news as now comes
to them from Rio. What wil' surprise them
really wonld be a message from the Pacific

Coast to the eflect that he had reached there 4

in perfect physical condition.

A Quotation From Phillips Brooks.

To THE EP1TOR OF THE SUN-—-Sir; In an
interesting little volume from the pen of the
late Phillips itrooks, entitled “Perennials,” in
which is recorded a philosophical thought for
each day of the vear, he says under date of
April 1: “Gravity is not inconsistent with the
keenest perception of the ludiorous side of
things. 1t is more than consistent with--it is
even necessary to—-humor. Humor involves
the perception of the t rue proportions of life.
You cannot encourage it too much.”

In these days when the symbol of gravity
is the menacing arm and closed fist, and the
merry face of Humor has given place to a
dental trade mark, what a far crr it seems to
the quiet times of Phillips Brooks! But why
did he record this thought under the date of
April 17 Can it have proceeded from the
combination of his own delicious sense of
humor with a hitherto unsuspected gift of
so-called second sight? ALFRED Onrn.

Toroxto, January 13,

An Ex-President In Congress.

To ™ae Eniton or TAe So0N-- Sir: 1f Rep
resentative Bennet's bill to give the President
at the end of his term a seat in Congress withe
out & vote but with A voioe and salary sheuld
pass and Mr. Roosevelt should take a seat in
Congress, would any one ¢lse in that body
have a voice?

No member of House or Senate would have
a chance to state his opinions.

Mr. Roosevelt has too much to say already.
Give him a rest. This is from one of his old
admirers, J. MiLien,

New Yorx, Jaouary 15

Precipitate Apprehension.
“She s soon to be the bride 6f wealth,
As her beauty rare befits,
Her band, her heart, her soul she gives
To & milllonalre from Pitty— "

“Ob, heaven! Say no mors, | pray!
And must she thus tempt fate’

May nothing tura her from the step
Ere it ahall be 100 late’”

“Too 1ats'  Ton ldte! The troth is passed,
And she his dride will bat

The willing dAde of & milllonaire
From- Pietaville, Tennceses!’

£o Mory,

i A W e »
ol L Ay e

National Shawmut Bank Building, and every
time a motor car passes cries out, “Thers
goes another mortgaged home!” Governor

Kiulld, who when the Democrats were prod-

Ung him wonld as soon eal 4 stundpatter as
ok at one, has forgotten all abont it.

What protection does protection need®
MNonel Albert Clarke of the Home Market
Clp has not written a standpat 1etter tn the
B®on Merold for months. Son-in-law (ina
Gallper has left off making faces at Fighting
Paron Berle ever since John Hurley pmt
Sal®y back on the map for the third time.
Gental Williamn ¥. Draper, the candidate s
hro‘tbtr_ who once in State convention oried,
" "Tisetter to stand pat and lose than wabbis
and Wi is engrossed in the manufacture
of piser boat paddle wheels, the patents
wheret fren (rade doth not corrapt nor
recipraity hreak throngh and steal. All is
Quiet ang the Merrimack

Yet ryor saith that on three nights in sne
cession \e Lientanant-Governor has dreamed
of a dariman with a bundle. Whether thia
mysteriol peticule containg Mr. Williams,
'*D"'llﬂfkl)lln Kiley, Jojo Lomasney, hrother
to the Kin, Grenville MacFarland, who car
ries the Hist & sne gua non, and other
factional A floist “leaders,” and whether
the dark mp is on his way to drown them
like superfiyya kittens. deponent saith not.
Certes it iSwhispered that recent events,
mercantile AN fndustrial, have sore chastened
the proletariy, gand men in the Democratic
party and it8 \de ahow are willing to wahble
the limit, eveily their depredations on male«
factory wealthif only they can win. Meet-
ings of more ofess legally aceradited Demo-
cratic State cofyitreemen come thres times
a week, uhc-n‘ harmonions elements are
promptly elimindd by the withdrawal of
everybody else, Wy reconvene without them
subseguently, \

Suppose the Dein\rate should get to, or!
Will Mr. Draper afty 4y N'P”N‘IY ﬂn'd':::m-
self once again cobding to a hypnotized
publie that he is heany in favor of Canadian

reciprocity and f'oﬂ“d: it can be staved off?

The Fireproofy problem.

ToYRE EDITOR OP TRHE S\ i While seeking
to place the responsibilit the lack of water
and for defective hose, cauy |arzaly responsiblie
for the serious character o\pne Parker Bullding
fire, the authorities should 104 oy reher and deter-
mine whether the law was vl:\d in the construc-
tion of that bullding. and If 804n4 iy responsiblie.
The Imlldln: was cailed firepry
floors were fireproof, but it was "
foft bullding. and it is said that g ‘of 1ne pan
tions erected on the different 804 way freproot.
Tt is evident, If thin is true, that s o opyopyre is
more dangerous than a non-firepra ., . owing 1o
the greater height of bullding permiyy

The essence of fireproo? cONMITUC,, Jieg 0 the
fireproof partitions as well as Arepra pooee caii-
ings and outer walls, by which In €4 ,r Are 1he
blaze will be confined on all sides, 10% 4 nottom
to a small space until it can be extia, ™
safe (o say that in such & Areproof sy qryre 2o
fre will ever gain headway unless 'ray 150k of
water or lack of attention.

But when a floor space 100 by 100 ‘*tls unpro-
tected by fireproof partitions, and 1furyep tur-
nished with partitions that serve to tg ingtena of
to check flames, It is evident thatAls iy negy 1o
& certalnty of the greatl heat weakeng 114 s100)
framework of the fioors above and bay, spread-
Ing from floor to floor and Anally Wkening the
entire structure to the collapsing point I rhe 1y
permits such construetions the quickene
mended the better.

New Yomx, January 16

An Eaglish Woman's Questis

To TRE EDIToR oF THE SUN-—-Sir: Mgy Sun.
day lssue appeared a letter written by gignis *
and I desire to respond by asking why It ng; 1pe
English are always chosen 10 be the fogny 4¢
tempted American witticlama.

It seems to me that the expression of pyge 1o
which “Helghts” is given is not alofie ¢y hyy
vulgar.

There Is no doubt that, to my mind, the ¢y,
friend was too courteous to do more than,., ,
Boncommittal reply. Ewa!

BRrOOXLYN, January 14, i

The Virtuous Citizen.
Knloker - Has Jones an awakened sones of 4.
virtue®
Bocker—Yes, he hasa't any tazes to e,
this year. ¥

Tts walls and

law s

The Rider.
Knicker—Is he In the \ |
but I don's Wwhether he

or the goat at the lodge,

* in an army test

-

which
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